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Each unit focuses on 
an engaging topic 
related to the Essential 
Question.
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An Essential Question 
frames all unit activities 
and discussions.

All unit activities are 
backwards-designed to 
the Performance-Based 
Assessment.

Grades 6–8 are 
intentionally designed 
with five units allowing 
students ample 
opportunity to learn the 
routines of the program. 
Doing so allows 
students to develop 
skills in preparation 
for the rigor and 
expectations of high 
school, which is critical 
at these grades.
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Teachers lead the 
shared reading 
experience, providing 
modeling and support, 
as students begin 
exploring perspectives 
on the unit topic.

Students encounter 
diverse perspectives on 
the unit topic, working 
in collaborative teams.

The Launch Text 
introduces a perspective 
on the unit topic. 
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Students self-select 
a text to explore an 
aspect of the unit topic 
and share their learning 
with the class.
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The Launch Text models 
the mode of writing that 
will be at the core of 
the Performance-Based 
Assessment.

Performance Tasks build 
toward and prepare 
students for  the Unit 
Performance-Based 
Assessment.
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Students pull together 
their notes, evidence, 
completed activities, 
and Performance Tasks 
to prepare for the 
Performance-Based 
Assessment.
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Comparing a text and 
media version of classic 
literature deepens the 
learning experience and 
develops critical skills.

A rich array of media 
selections engage 
students in multi-modal 
learning.
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Digital resources, 
including editable 
worksheets, 
can be found in 
myPerspectives+.
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Unit Reflection allows 
students to revisit 
learning goals and 
review skills and content 
learned. 
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