Oskar Schindler, Holocaust Hero

      Soon after Hitler came to power, he persuaded the German parliament to give him dictatorial powers. Shortly afterwards he then instituted a policy of persecution toward all Jews and Germany began to enact laws that harshly discriminated against Jews. By 1939 Jews were prohibited from living in many segregated sections of German cities and prevented from walking on certain city streets. 

     Yet as unjust as these acts were, this was just the beginning of the horror that lay ahead.  Hitler later put into place what would be known as the “Final Solution,” the term used by Nazis for the systematic annihilation of all European Jews. Tragically, the Nazis attempt to eliminate all Jews 1933-1945 was almost achieved. Of the 8.3 million Jews living in German-occupied Europe nearly 6 million were killed. As many as 8 million other so-called undesirables - homosexuals, gypsies, and handicapped individuals, among others—were also brutally murdered during this time.

     Amongst all these crimes being committed against humanity that were taking place in Poland and throughout Europe, many peopled simply stood by and watched or later professed ignorance of the events that were unfolding. On the other hand, some people usually ordinary citizens put their lives at risk and stepped forward to help save the Jews from the atrocities waged against them. One of these people was Oskar Schindler.

     Schindler was a member of the Nationalist Socialist German Worker’s Party—a Nazi, living in Poland.With the invasion of Poland he used his good looks and easygoing manner to get accepted into the inner circles of the military and the Nazi Party. By the end of 1939 Schindler had acquired a small factory that produced pots and pans called enamelware. During the early war years Schindler’s business grew and prospered. When he first took over the factory only seven Jewish workers were employed. He continued to employ these workers and eventually hired hundreds more. All this was done during the Nazis attempt to demand the dismissal of all Jewish workers. One of the reasons Schindler took these risks was because he was an opportunist who wanted to benefit financially from the war. 

     Almost daily Jews were dragged from their homes, brutally tortured or shot in cold blood. Each month new rules were being created and Jews were stripped of their basic rights. From the beginning Schindler was deeply troubled by the daily injustice. Schindler extended respect and common courtesies to Jews. He even made a special effort to offer help and simple kindnesses, such as providing food to Jews who had been thrown out of their homes and businesses.

     Eventually Schindler created a sanctuary for Jews at his factory, where he often hired unqualified Jews who he claimed were skilled laborers essential to the war effort. Because of Schindler’s employ-ment at his factory and his willingness to defy the Nazi machine, he was able to keep alive those Jews who worked in his factory.

  By the fall of 1944 Schindler heard that all of his Jewish workers were going to be sent to Auschwitz,   

the infamous concentration camp.  Everyone knew with the closing of his camp the prisoners were to be

relocated, but this meant that the workers were going to be sent to the death camps. Schindler used all his means to gather diamonds and other trade goods, to offer and convince the Nazi officials, to let him move

his factory to German-occupied Czechoslovakia, to build his own detention camp, and to take his Jewish workers with him. Many German officials had to be paid off with diamonds and other valuables. In order

        for this to take place Schindler had to pay a high price for each and every worker he put on his list to work

        with him. Part of his plan was to make a list  of workers he needed and the special  skills they had. Be-

        cause of using much of his wealth to save his Jewish workers, Schindler was almost penniless of the war.
            According to Emile Schindler, Oskar’s wife,  “Schindler built his own concentration camp and at the  

        risk to himself, he was the only German in the history of the war to save more than 1,000 Jews from the     

        death camps.
Oskar Schindler Questions
1. Based on the information, were the Jews the only people that the Nazis government wanted to eliminate? Provide at least two details from the selection in your answer.
2. What is the most likely reasons Schindler helps the Jews? Provide two details from the selection to support your answer.

3. Based on the information, how is it that Schindler was able to move his workers and create a factory in Czechoslovakia? Provide two details from the selection to support your answer.

4. Based on the information in the selection what would most likely happen to the Jews working with Schindler if he wasn’t able to take them with him to Czechoslovakia?

5. In your own words, write a summary of the selection. Include three main events from the selection in your summary.

